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National TV Show “Ghost Hunters” Investigates Absecon Lighthouse

Absecon Lighthouse - In Need of Serious Financial Help 
By Jean Muchanic 
Executive Director 
 
 
My request is simple for the people of Atlantic County:  please help us keep the light 
shining and providing educational programs for children by becoming a member and 
sending a contribution right away.  It is that urgent. 
 
Throughout the economic crisis, numerous questionnaires and articles have come across 
my computer and desk about non-profits surviving in these rough financial times.  Well, 
it has come true for us.  The good news is that Absecon Lighthouse has seen an increase 
of 22% in admissions so far this year over last.  This can actually be attributed to the 
economic climate, as more people are opting for activities closer to home and Ò stay-
cations.Ó   
 
The bad news is that despite that wonderful increase, we are out of money to operate the 
lighthouse and facing staff reductions.  It simply costs more to run this two-acre historic 
site than we generate in income.  Our staff consists of two full-time employees (including 
this writer), and two part time employees for an operation thatÕ s open daily to the public 
in summer, and five days per week throughout the rest of the year.  We hosted over 
20,000 visitors in 2008.  We put on over a dozen special events each year (please check 
out our list of upcoming events on this page), host numerous schools and scout groups for 
education programming, and introduce new opportunities for revenue such as performing 
arts, cultural events and hosting weddings and civil unions. 
 
IÕ d like to share this quote with you:  Ò History cannot give us a program for the future, 
but it can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and of our common humanity, so 
that we can better face the future.Ó   Robert Penn Warren 
 
If you believe as I do, that history plays an important role in shaping our future, then I 
urge you to financially support the oldest structure in Atlantic City, New JerseyÕ s tallest 
lighthouse, and a true beacon of hope and revitalization, Absecon Lighthouse.  Thank 
you. 
 

Membership enrollment and/or contribution form 
 The Anchor, a contribution of $30 or more 
 The Surfmen, a contribution of $50 or more 
 The Lightkeeper, a contribution of $100 or more 
 The Beacon, a contribution of $250 or more 

Details and member benefits are on our website, www.abseconlighthouse.org 
Name:_________________________________email:__________________________ 
Address:___________________________City_________________State____Zip____ 
Clip and return to: 
Absecon Lighthouse, 31 S. Rhode Island Ave., Atlantic City, NJ  08401 
 

Membership Enrollment and/or Contribution Form

www.abseconlighthouse.org

609-449-1360

Visit New Jersey’s Tallest Lighthouse in Atlantic City
228 Steps • One Amazing Journey!

“SAVE”$1.00 OFF
Up to 4 admissions

•Original first-order Fresnel lens at top. 
•Cool history museum.
•Wedding & Civil Union Ceremonies.
•Charming Gift Shop.
•Ample on-site free parking.  

Absecon Lighthouse
31 S. Rhode Island Avenue • Atlantic City, NJ
609.449.1360 • www.abseconlighthouse.org

Upcoming Events at the Lighthouse

FASHION SHOW
Guys & Gals  Fashion Show 

& Fishbowl Auction
LOCATION: Atlantic City Country 

Club in Northfield
Friday, April 23 • 5:30 pm

Tickets are $25
Call Absecon Lighthouse at 609-449-
1360 For Ticket Prices & Information 

or Visit Us On Our Website 
www.Abseconlighthouse.Org

Back by popular demand!

MURDER MYSTERY
Historic Absecon Lighthouse is presenting a gender-bending 

murder mystery performance, “I Love a Man (?) in Uniform,” at 
the Lighthouse on Saturday, March 20, at 7pm.  Join us for this 
deadly affair and see what happens in the dark shadows of the 
night.  This killer event costs $25 per person.

Light refreshments  will be served beginning at 6:30pm, and 
the performance begins at 7pm.  A tower climb is included with 
the price of admission.

Reservations may be made by calling the Lighthouse at 609-
449-1360.  All proceeds benefit the Absecon Lighthouse educa-
tional programs.  Funding has been provided in part by the NJ 
state Council on the Arts, Department of State, administered by 
Atlantic County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

There’s been some excitement 
at the Absecon Lighthouse!  The 
Atlantic Paranormal Society, 
aka TAPS, from the SyFy series 
Ghost Hunters visited Absecon 
Lighthouse investigating claims 
that the local lighthouse is 
haunted.  Ghost Hunters is an 
hour-long weekly reality show 
from the creator/executive pro-
ducer of American Chopper 
that follows a group of real-life 
paranormal researchers as they 
investigate haunted claims across 
the country.  The Absecon 
Lighthouse sent TAPS an invita-
tion to explore the rich, histori-

cal site after experiencing some 
strange phenomena.  Perhaps 
the earliest recorded story of 
paranormal activity dates back to 
1905 when a newspaper article 
was printed about the “Jersey 
Devil” being seen by the head 
lighthouse keeper at the top of 
the 171-foot tower.  Since The 
Inlet Public Private Association 
renovated the lighthouse tower, 
rebuilt the Keeper’s Cottage and 
re-opened to visitors, several 
volunteers have shared stories 
of being alone on the property 
but hearing footsteps, smell-
ing smoke and even seeing a 

few ghostly apparitions.  Ghost 
Hunters agreed to investigate the 
Absecon Lighthouse and filmed 
for a week, hoping to provide 
some evidence to support or de-
bunk the claims.  You will have 
to tune into the show on the 
SyFy network on March 24th, 
to see for yourself if the Absecon 
Lighthouse still has some ghostly 
keepers protecting Atlantic City’s 
shoreline.  

The show will be aired as a 
fundraiser at the Foundation 
Foom at Showboat in Atlantic 
City.  Call the lighthouse at 
609-449-1360 for details.

$7 plus $7 plus $7 plus $7...well you get the 
picture.  Although Absecon Lighthouse does not have 
a corporate or private benefactor to bridge a serious 
fi nancial crisis, it is possible, through small increments, 
to accomplish the same end result.  So, in an eff ort to 
raise much needed cash, Absecon Lighthous is naming 
the month of March, "Climb for Our Cause!"  For just 

a $7 admission to climb ($5 for seniors, $4 for chil-
dren), YOU could be one of our lighthouse supporters.  
Just think, $7 can buy you lunch - want to save a light-
house instead?  $7 can buy a pair of pantyhose - want 
to save a lighthouse instead?  $7 can buy admission to 
a workout class - want to climb a lighthouse instead?  
So, join us for a climb in March and have a blast as 
you get exercise, see the best views of Atlantic City, and 
support a worthy cause.

CLIMB FOR OUR CAUSE!

TAKE ONE! Ghost Hunters staff  
comes to Absecon Lighthouse to 
fi lm show for March 24 on SyFy.




